Different details, one story!

Have you ever had the experience of being in a room when someone rushes in
to tell you some exciting news? They’re overflowing with excitement — so much
so that the story just bursts out of them and some of the details jumble
together.

Then, a moment later, someone else
rushes in to tell the same story with the
same level of enthusiasm, only their

Y . version is a little bit different. Then
, S ' S another person comes in, and later still
another — all of them excited, all of them
eager to share their version of the same
\ e ” story.
l . In the telling, the details vary a little.
\ / One person says things happened this
way; another that way. But the basic

~ story is the same. Perhaps one person
wants to emphasise one aspect, and so

N /’r they leave something out. Another
| person has a different “take” and so they

come at things from a different angle.

That’s kind of what the Easter stories in the Bible are like. The story of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the highlight of the gospel, and each of the
Gospel writers wants to tell it with great joy and excitement. That they differ
in a few details (the number and names of the women, for example, or the
number of angels) is not really surprising. Nor is it surprising that they want
to emphasise different things, and each writer has a unique style and
approach.

The facts may differ, but the truth of the story is what really matters. And the
truth is consistent in all of the accounts: Jesus Christ is risen, bringing new
life to all people. Thanks be to God!
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Pat's Chat

“Choose the Lord”

This was the heading for my devotional
reading on Easter Sunday and I would
like to share the following part with you.
“Jesus conquered death, and through Him
our lives are saved. We forget that Easter
is a sign of God’s covenant and that we
must answer its question: Whom will you
serve? Each of us is called to look at the
love, sacrifice, forgiveness, and power
embodied in Jesus Christ, and to choose
either to walk in the way of God’s love or
to walk in our own way. Which do you
choose this Easter?”

For the past seven weeks I have been
recovering from surgery and have had
plenty of time to think, make plans and
reflect back on my life. Up until my
surgery I had led a very active life with my

N\

cycling, walking and line dancing and I
have found it extremely difficult to be
patient and let the healing occur. I also
experienced pain and even cried out to
God one night to “please take the pain
away.” The next morning I felt guilty and
ashamed for doing this and then thought
of others I know who experience pain
every day of their lives and very rarely
complain. I admit that I cannot wait to
get back on my bike and commence my
other various activities. I am sure that I
needed this recovery time to rest, think,
pray and to become more aware of God’s
love for me and that He will always be
with me each and every day of my life
through pain as well as happiness.

PETPETTCTTDT DT
Here is a message from GEORGE CARLIN (a comedian of the 70s and 80s).

“The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers,
wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, we buy more,
but enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less
time. We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgement, more
experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less wellness.

These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep
profits and shallow relationships. These are the days of two incomes but more divorce,
fancier houses, but broken homes. These are the days of quick trips, disposable diapers,
throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything
from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in the showroom window

and nothing in the stockroom.

Remember:
* Spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to around for ever.

* Say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person will
soon grow up and leave your side.

* Give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that is the only treasure you can give
with your heart and it doesn’t cost a cent.

* Say “I love you” to your partner and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss
and an embrace will mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.

* Hold hands and cherish the moment, for some day that person will not be there again.

* Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share precious thoughts.

Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take

our breath away.”

*

Pat Thom, Pastoral Care
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Congregations

We all know what a congregation is. It’s
the collective name for a group of
believers. However, most of us would not

know that it is also the collective name for

crocodiles. A congregation of crocodiles.
But it could also refer to plovers or birds
in general: a congregation of plovers or a
congregation of birds.

There are indeed a number of very
charming collective names in English.
Who has heard these — a hover of trout,
an ambush of tigers, a murmuration of
starlings, a crash of rhinoceros, a
mischief of rats, a huddle or a créche of
penguins, a movement of moles, a
business of ferrets and a bloat of
hippopotami?

The other day I saw a flock of cockatoos.
There must have been well over a
hundred. Ithought there were
considerably more than the average flock
of a UCA congregation. However,
something else also struck me. I often
run past two or three cockatoos, or two or
three kangaroos. But one would never be
tempted to call two or three cockatoos a
flock or two or three kangaroos a mob.

Yet according to the Bible we can call a
group of two or three believers a church.
In Judaism the minimum number of
people needed to constitute a synagogue
is ten men. In Matthew 18:20 Jesus tells
his disciples: “where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among
them.”

That is, two or three men or women, or
both. Even two or three children.

«;@ Pongius’ Puddle

However, the important qualification is
not about gender or age. The important
qualification is “in my name.” The
gathering of two or three Christians or
even two or three hundred Christians
does not necessarily constitute a church
or a congregation.

Merely coming together, merely sharing,
merely singing, merely having a cuppa
together as believers does not make us a
church or a congregation. Birds can also
flock together. Crocodiles can also
congregate.

We are constituted as a congregation of
the Uniting Church in Australia, not by
virtue of the regulations of the church,
but by the name in whose honour we
gather. We are called together by the
Name. We don’t name ourselves. If we
call ourselves “Christians” it is not
because we associate ourselves with a
particular religion — as opposed to any
other religion. If we call ourselves
“Christians” it is because we are called by
Christ.

We don’t name ourselves. We are named.
We are called. We are named and called
by Jesus Christ. And when we are
gathered in his name, we are called a
church or a congregation.

If not, there’s no difference between us

and crocodiles.
Ockert Meyer

YOU CAM LOSE WEIGHT
WITHOUT EXERCISE {

YOO CAN MAKE LOTR
OF MONEY WITHOUT
HARD WORK {

YOU CAN RECEWE
SALVATION WITHOOT

EVER, PUTTOING
YOUR FATTH
INTO | 2 EQ

ALTION ¢




|4 YarraYarns April — May 2008|

PRESBYTERY MEETING, 8 March, 2008

Presbytery is grappling with ways to energise and re-focus. The full-day workshop, in
which we participated, was facilitated by a Synod consultant, Glenn Powell.

I was part of a discussion group which included the minister from Tuggeranong, (Ron
Peters), and members from Weston Creek, City Uniting, Gungahlin, and Hackett
congregations.

The consultant nb(ed the requirements for effective change: Leadership, Vision and
Innovation. The basic question is: What might offer hope and energy for the
churches in the Presbytery?

Discussions took place within the framework of the National Christian Life Survey, 2006,
which clearly demonstrated the continuing decline in Uniting Church attendance and the
very marked decrease in attendance of people under 25. Issues include:
e Overall, only 4% of the UCA membership is between the ages of 15 to 24.
e Generational differences are seen to underlie many of our current problems.
e Few members of the Canberra Region Presbytery are below 45.
e Most churches average 6-8% who are new to a congregation, who are looking for a
congregation which “suits them”, rather than attending a specific denomination.
e The church is recognised for speaking out on issues of social justice despite the
decrease in church attenders.

Within my discussion group we identified:
Positives — Support for members, friendship, social justice, acceptance of diversity;
informality combined with worshipful structures.
Problems included-
¢ The Uniting Church does not have a recognisable “brand” within the wider
community- need coordinated publicity
e Diversity of local congregations leads to isolation, lack of sharing with others
e Aging communities-the type of worship/activities favoured not relevant to younger
people.

Responses from all the groups are being tabled, for the next Presbytery Standing
Committee, which is to include more representatives of under 45s; and for feed-back to
presbytery members.

Challenge — An Alternative Future - Four key Areas

1.  Grieve for the past, but move on.

2. Restore generational balance in Leadership.

3. Enable effective engagement to the 80% of the community not in churches, and
build on our “service” strength.

4. Restore morale by rediscovering our purpose and potential.

A Synod representative spoke about one example of change within a Presbytery:

Within the Mid North Coast Presbytery, there has been a commitment not to “rescue”
dying congregations, but to support growth where it occurs. Many congregations are
self-managing due to the shortage of ministers. Lay education is very important. Three
zones have been established to break the Presbytery into smaller geographic regions for
sharing and determining specific priorities. The Board of Mission and ELM offer
resources and facilitators for congregations.

[YUC does not have a Representative to Presbytery at present, so thanks go to Carolyn
Curnow from South Woden Uniting Church for her notes. Editor]
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TIFFINS in March

When did you last visit the Australian War
Memorial? If not this year, then you
probably have not seen the new Post-1945
galleries. These galleries focus on Korea
and Vietnam, but also cover a range of
military and peace-keeping operations that
have involved Australia since 1945.

One Tuesday recently, seventeen members
of Tiffins under the guidance of member
and volunteer guide Eugene Holzapfel
walked through these new galleries.

At the Outpost Café we enjoyed fellowship, a light Tiffin of tea, coffee, a sandwich and
cinnamon roll. Thus fortified, with a wheel-chair back-up, we set off for the displays in
the Memorial, visiting the galleries depicting the Korean War with explanatory maps.
Vietnam featured the realism of a helicopter sortie, and a few minutes at sea on the
bridge of the HMAS Brisbane. The relaxed commentary covered selected people, places
and items e.g. examples of the clothing worn and kit carried by members of the three
Services, and references to outstanding field leaders. Ken Goard, Convenor

An elderly man had had hearing problems for a number of years. His family tried again and again to
convince him to get a hearing aid. Finally, he relented. He went to the doctor and was fitted with a
set of hearing aids that allowed him to hear 100 per cent.

A month later he went back to the doctor. The doctor said with a smile, “Your hearing is perfect.
Your family must be really pleased that you can hear again.”

The old man replied, “Oh, | haven’t told them yet. ! just sit around listening to their conversations.
I've changed my will three times!”

Remembering Joan Duthie

As the beautiful autumn leaves begin to fall, and I marvel at the coming of a new season,
I am also aware that it is tinged with sadness. It is hard to believe that on 3 April it is a
year since I lost my mother.

It never ceases to amaze me that the place I feel closest to her is in the church. I must
admit it took me completely by surprise, and it was many months before I could sit
through an entire service without an overpowering sense of loss. My thanks go to Ockert
for celebrating this with me. Though, having said this, the drought was broken again
recently — Louise Page’s singing will do it every time! And our choir hasn’t been helping
either! My mother so loved church music.

I am sure that my mother would be very happy with my name now being on not only the
Bible reading roster, but the flower roster as well! Talk about big shocs to fill ... but what
wonderful shoes they were.

One thing [ know for certain is that I have been carried through much of this year by my
Yarralumla family. So many people have expressed their love and concern; it has been
such a comfort. Please accept my sincere thanks for your support throughout this first

and most difficult year.
Melissa Bennett
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Preparation for Communion

Over several weeks I was privileged to lead
three of the younger members of our
congregation (Chris French, Caroline
Hendy and Stefhan Meyer) in preparation
for their first communion.

We began by seeing how the Communion
has been celebrated in our own congre-
gation, in other Australian congregations
and overseas. The basis of the
celebration is Jesus’ comments at the
Last Supper as reported in Matthew,
Mark and Luke, and also St Paul’s
teaching about the importance of the
celebration as contained in 1 Cor 11. We
focused on Jesus’ words: “This is my body
... This is my blood of the new covenant
which was shed for you for the forgive-
ness of sins. Drink this in remembrance
of me.” Jesus’ sacrifice was in keeping
with the Old Testament teaching of
sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins. A
very important part of the celebration is
the realisation of our need for forgiveness,
especially in the light of Jesus’
proclamation of a new commandment
“that you love one another” (John 13:34).

The Library

We studied Psalm 51 in which David
confessed his sin and prayed “Create in
me a clean heart O God”. The communion
offers us the opportunity to renew our
aim to live our lives according to God’s
intentions; our participation signifies that
we are not what we should be. Hence,
participation is not dependent on our own
“goodness”. St Paul warns that we should
participate properly or we cause ourselves
trouble. Consequently, we saw that
participation requires belief; all of us
agreed that we believe in Jesus (John
3:16). Participation with other believers
anywhere in the world brings us many
blessings. We concluded our sessions by
reading a liturgy from a Communion
booklet, which took us through the
emotional and mental processes:
repentance, forgiveness, thankfulness and
praise.

On Easter Day Chris and Stefhan stood at
the table with Ockert, and received the
elements from him. (Caroline was
overseas at the time.)

Aubrey Newman

A recent addition to the Church Library, thanks to the generosity of Beatrice and Alan
Cox, is a DVD entitled “Riches of the Poor’. This is a story from the poorest nation in the
world - Mozambique — a nation that is rebuilding itself after years of war and natural
disasters. Its people are largely forgotten. Many are desolate; many are poor; many are
hungry - but a light shines in the darkness. The motto of American missionary, Heidi
Baker, is “stop for the one” — the orphan, the widow, the poverty stricken. She finds them
anywhere — in villages, overpopulated cities, deep in the bush, on burning rubbish
dumps. In the last decade Heidi and her husband, Rolland, have established 10
children’s homes and more than 6000 churches. And the miracles come! The lame
walk, the blind see, the deaf hear and the dead are raised to life. Mozambique is in
revivall Don’t miss experiencing this inspirational DVD.

You may recall that 4 or 5 years ago Sue Gregory spent her summer holiday as a
volunteer assisting at one of the Baker’s “Iris Ministries” in Mozambique.

Another new book in the library is called “Winifred’. It is the story of Winifred Kiek
(1884-1975), the first woman to be ordained to the Christian ministry in Australia
(1927). The book is written by her daughter, Margaret Knauerhase. In this year when
Jean Thomson is the national president of Australian Church Women, many may be
interested to read how Winifred Kiek played such an important role in the foundation of

this organisation which began in NSW in 1938.



