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Pat’s Chat

I read this recently, and it brought back a few memories — I hope it does for you too.

Blessings on all Mums and Grandmas everywhere!

i A Mother’s Revenge
When I'm an old lady, I'll live with each kid,
And bring so much happiness — just as they did.
[ want to pay back all the joy they've provided.
Returning each deed! Oh, they’ll be so excited!
When I'm an old lady and live with my kids.

11l write on the walls with reds, whites and blues,
And I'll bounce on the furniture wearing my shoes.
Ill drink from the carton and then leave it out.
I'll stuff all the toilets and oh, how they’ll shout!
When I'm an old lady and live with my kids.

When they cook dinner and call me to eat,
I'll not eat my green beans, salad or meat,
I'll gag on my broccoli, spill milk on the table,
And when they get angry...I'll run (if I'm able!)
When I'm an old lady and live with my kids.

And later in bed, I'll lay back and sigh,
I'll thank God in prayer and then close my eye.
My kids will look down with a smile slowly creeping,

And say with a groan, “She’s so sweet when she’s sleeping!”

When I'm an old lady and live with my kids.

As Good Friday draws near I become very
emotional, particularly when I look up at
the cross in front of our church. Jesus
said, “Forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing.” Luke 23:34 (NRSV).
On Good Friday, we find forgiveness for
all of our sins and how amazing and
glorious is that. When I look up at the
cross it makes me think of my sins and I
can almost see Jesus hanging there and
tears come to my eyes. How special and
wonderful is God’s love for us that we can
ask Him to forgive us and know we have
His forgiveness and the promise of eternal
life.

A reading for Easter - Luke 23:32-43

My thoughts and prayers are with
members of our congregation who are on
the sick list, in hospital, facing surgery or
grieving for a loved one.

May you all feel God’s love and presence
in your lives and know that others do care
and will remember you in their prayers.
As always my thoughts and prayers are
especially with Grant, Ros and Rory
Mackenzie serving God in Africa.

Pat Thom, Pastoral Care

The indignant parishioner said to the minister, “t phoned you yesterday but | couldn't get
you." “No," replied the minister "Monday is my day off."

“What, a day off? The devil never takes a day off."

“That's right,” said the minister, “and if | didn't have a day off | would be just like him."

JW Chapman (1854-1918)
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To speak out

Today, as I write this piece, Zimbabwe
and its people are heavily on my mind.
One simply cannot even begin to imagine
the suffering, the hunger, the desperation
many people must suffer there. How do
you make a living in a country where the
price of bread can be raised three times in
one day?

In The Australian, a woman from SA
recently wrote to the editor, telling about
her friends who are trying to run a school
for disabled children in Zimbabwe.

“Three weeks ago, the couple was taken
Jrom the school to the local police station,
where they were both badly beaten
because they were holding an illegal
gathering of people. The “illegal gathering”
was the children they have been trying to
teach and care for, all of whom have
disabilities. Fearing for their lives, the
couple fled Zimbabwe with the help of
Jriends. The disabled children have simply
disappeared. This is the Zimbabwe of
today.”

Perhaps the worst thing is the helpless-
ness we feel at hearing a story like this.
What can we really do? What can we say?
We are literally worlds away from the
continent of Africa. And in the Pacific
around us, there is also immense
suffering.

~ Often this appears to me as the greatest
curse of living in the global village. We
are able to overhear the whisperings of
people in Russia, China and Canada. We
can see the suffering of people in the
Sudan, in Zimbabwe and in countless
other places in the world. A globalised
world has enabled us to become masters,
specialists in seeing and hearing. We
have all the information we could ever
need.

What we seem to lack is the gift of speech.
Perhaps the first consequence and
casualty of an overload of hearing and
seeing is the curse of muteness. Or so it
seems.

In spite of all our knowledge, all our
insight and all our information, we don'’t
know what to say. There is a huge irony
in this. However, this must never lead us
to simply accept this muteness and
silence. We must learn to speak and to
speak out. The price for not doing it is
simply too high.

We probably don’t need to be reminded of
the famous words of Martin Niemdller,
when he said:

First they came for the Communists,
and I didn’t speak up, because [ wasn’t a
Communist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I
didn’t speak up, because I wasn’t a Jew.

Then they came for the Catholics, and I
was a Protestant, so I didn’t speak up..

Then they came for me, and by that
time there was no one to speak up for
anyone.

Or of another Martin, in this case Martin
Luther King:

Injustice anywhere is a threat to
Justice everywhere. We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly.

We have to speak out. For our own sakes.

Ockert Meyer

The biggest disease today is not leprosy or cancer. It is the feeling of being uncared for,
unwanted - of being deserted and alone. The greatest evil is the lack of love and charity, and
an indifference towards one's neighbour who may be a victim of poverty or disease, or

exploited and at the end of life, left by the roadside.

Mother Teresa
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Jamming Group

Yarralumla Uniting Church was
successful in obtaining a community
grant from the ACT Government last year
to hold a “Jamming Group” for isolated
youth interested in fnusic. The sessions
are held every Sunday evening from 5.30
to 8.00pm and are led by facilitator, Glen
Harvey, an accomplished rock and jazz
musician. ‘

The Jamming Group provides an
opportunity for young people to develop
their talents and connect with others who
are interested in music. The Church has
provided a keyboard and drum kit for
their use; however the young people are
required to bring their own guitars etc.
Despite some teething problems last year
the group is now going well and is
attracting 5 to 10 enthusiastic young
people each Sunday. Most of them have
come from the Woden Youth Centre and
our back hall resounds to Rock, Jazz, and
Heavy Metal each week. It is hoped that
the young people will be able to perform
at one of the Woden Youth Centre's band
nights later this year. (What about at our
Worship service too, Ian? Ed)

The grant has provided an opportunity for
our Church to connect with young people
who are unchurched and isolated, and in
some cases have low self-esteem. The
Jamming Group is having a positive
impact which is quite noticeable.

[ would like to thank the congregation for
its support for the project and especially
June, Aubrey, Rikus and Eugene for
agreeing to be on duty each Sunday.

Ian Lynch

My father, a parson, always went to bed early on Saturdays to get plenty of rest for his
busiest day. About midnight one Saturday, a ringing phone woke us all. | heard my father
say “Hello!” then just one word, “Psalter,” before he clumped sourly back to bed. At
breakfast, he explained, “It was one of my parishioners. She needed a seven-letter word
about the psalms for her crossword — and couldn’t sleep until she’d found it.”

How Important to us is the Annual Midwinter Arts and Crafts Show?

Years ago events just for Art, or just for
Crafts were held at different times of the
year, but the first “Midwinter Arts and
Crafts Show” was held in July 1984.

The first Committee consisted of Jean
Thomson (convenor), Rev Alistair and
Connie Christie, Denis Harding, Lorna
Thomas, Peg Latter, Charles Stevens and
Jacquie Marsh. Val Harding joined the
committee in 1985 and she, Denis and
Jean have been members ever since.

Kerrie Harding joined in 1992 and has
served as treasurer ever since. Jean had
a break from the convenor job from 1986
- 1992 when the Christies and Ian
Frencham took over the management role.
Lorna Thomas, Doug Mclver and Bill
Adamson all served on the committee for
several years in the early days and Janet
Campbell was a hard working member for
17 years. And a number of artists and
craftspersons have been faithful exhibi-
tors from the first show.
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OK, these may have been the managers
and organisers, and they all worked very
hard, but the Show could never have gone
ahead without wide support from the
congregation(s). This has included such
jobs as transporting and setting up the
tables, preparing the halls for the show,
hanging the paintinigs (a tricky job),
displaying the hand crafts, acting as
stewards, salespersons and cashiers,
recording all sales, catering for both
workers and for visitors, performers, etc,
etc. So it has had to be a wholehearted
cooperative job by the whole congregation
to ensure the success of the Show.

The introduction of the first computer
program for the 1986 show to record all
the entries and sales made a tremendous
difference to the management of the show
and reduced the committee’s workload
substantially, especially during the show
itself, when sleep had been at a premium.

This software program was upgraded by
Michael Thomson and others in 1988. It
proved very valuable to the management
of the show and was used every year until
2005, when Stephen Rees rewrote and
modernised the complete program. [t was
originally written for ‘dummies’ so is very
easy to use, and continues to be foolproof.

This efficiency has meant that all artists
and craftspersons are paid for all their
sales on the Monday immediately after
the Show — an aspect which is regarded
very highly by all the exhibitors. Both the
exhibitors and the public who come along
to view and purchase continue to
compliment the committee on the very
efficient management of the whole show,
with special emphasis put on the ‘caring
attitude’ of the members of the
congregation they meet during the show.

Why do we continue with this show? The
show was recognised from the beginning
as an important outreach and service to
the Canberra community. Not only does
it provide an outlet for large numbers of

individuals with craft and artistic skills to
display and hopefully sell their work, but
it has provided the funds - over $90,000
so far — mainly to assist local Canberra
causes struggling financially, especially
Fusion and Scripture Union, and others
such as Richmond Fellowship. It is
important to note, in contrast, that
practically all giving from our church
budget, or from special appeals, e.g.
Tsunami and Christmas Bowl, are for
appeals outside of Canberra.

The involvement with the Canberra
community was further enhanced with
the introduction in 1999 of a musical
program on the Saturday afternoon.
Lynne Thomson has continued to
organise this program, and in 2003
expanded it to include Sunday afternoon,
as many community groups saw this as
an opportunity to showcase their musical
skills. This interest is continuing and
provides a great background to the show.
The music is an attraction for handi-
capped adults who are brought each year
by their carers.

Since 1998 the Sunday worship service
has had an emphasis on creativity.
Constance Aronsen has encouraged us all
to participate by displaying our craft work
or examples of our hobbies and even our
restored motor cars!

The 2006 committee consisted of
Constance Aronsen, Betty Brown, Denis,
Val and Kerrie Harding, Margaret Lawton,
Stephen Rees, Rohan Thomson, Pat
Thom, Jean Thomson and Carole
Watson,. They have started preparations
for the 2007 Show, set for 29 June to 1
July, under Kerrie Harding as acting
convenor. I'm sure new people would be
welcome to join the committee. As in past
years the committee needs the
cooperation of every member of the
congregation to maintain the high
standard for the forthcoming show.

Neville Thomson

tomorrow.

Never put off wntth tomorrow what yow cown do-the dovy after

Mark Twain




